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Condé Nast Travel ler presents

THE TENTH ANNUAL

"HOTLIST

(THE YEAR'S 130 TOP NEW HOTELS)

Hotels are like husbande)ou can kiss a lot of frogs on the way to Prince Charming. Our
worldwide network of reporters did Just that, combing through thousands of new properties and
bedding down in the most promising—incognito, of course. A record 130 won us over on loca-
tion, look, and service. Spanning 54 countries on six continents, they range in price from $80
a night at a Nepalese resort set in a forest once reserved for royalty to $4,510 for a fully staffed
four-bedroom villa in the South African bush, and in size from a single stunning duplex in the
shadow of Angkor Wat to a 5777-room skyscraper in Sydney’s business district. Playing match-
maker nonpareil, we ve included our hard-won wisdom on when to go and which room to book,
and reveal the warts that afflict even the most pedigreed prince. After all, in an era of empty self-
promotion and high-tech sleight of hand, trusted straight talk is the hottest commodity.
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scason, Which reem te boeoek: Top-loor
raoms on the north and west sides afford
the hest views of 1he downilown skyline
and Lhe Guaslamp district (87 7-230-0G00
hotelsolamarcom; doubles, 53155 35),
aTeh )

Tower 23, San [hego. Colifarms

AP Mamed for a local lifeguard tower on
Pacific Beach, i1's the polar apposite of
the Victoran-era Hotel Del a few miles
down the coast. This sbsek creation brings
a whole new swagger 1o the beach scene,
Keeping with “PB™ tradition, bare feet and
board shoms are welcome, and guesis can
even wash all ther surfhaandzin
the refecting poal, But this isna
opdinary surf shack, The 44 Spa-
cionis guest rooms hivve flat=screcn
TWs aned Xbox enteriamamsnt systems, and
the Wi-Fi acoess ealends all the way 1o the
high-fide mark, Suies hove whickpaol tubs
with underwater lighting and autamatic
aromaterapy release. The beach-leve] Jor-
clan, i breczy catery with killer views, has a
creative meny {tngluatelle with sea urchin)
anvd it wine cellar stocked with up-and-com-
in_g_ Exbsed & frowm W.ﬂhi-ng[ﬁrl Kiate sl H.H_jﬂ.
California. When to go: The sea 15 warmesl
in semmer, but voute mone hkely to get it
sunny days in fall. Which reom to boak:
Surf Pads and Sweet Suites, for the ultimiale
ocean views although every room has a pri-
wle baleany or a patioand at least o partial
oosan view [B66-B60-3723; tawer23hotel
com;doobles 5199-3170), B8 B

Hoiel Yitale,
San Francuco, Cafifermma

Y The most unking aspect of Joie de
Wivre's ibrst luxury property might be the
maiflop deck’s million-doflar view of San
Francises Boy, Indeed, 1he disparase halves
of the caty eorverge al this 199-raom ozl
af the revitalized Embarcaders water-
frant. For corporate ivpes, flat-screen TVs
and a cozy penthouse-level spa suppdy the
reguisite comvenence and coddling. For
carthy wypes, lavender-scenied bhallways
are lit by leal-patterned panels that sugges|
forest canopies, and complimentary yopa
classes wre held in the penthouse studio.
In a eity with dozens of outstanding din-
g options, the Americuno restaurant has
itsell beearme 4 destination. When ta go:
Drecember, when Christmas lights ilumi-
nate the shops of nearby Ulnion Square
and the palm trees along the Embancadsro
waterfront. Which roam to book: Moz 516,
G165, and Tld—circular suites with deep
sgaking tubs and pamoramic boy visws
(41 5-278-3700; holehitale.com; doubles,
S279-5209), @ @ O 0y
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¥ Assthetically ip\‘.“-'.llill'lgi the newest 51,
Regis is a 180-degree departure from the
Bew York Cily ongmal. Skeek woods anc
stitchodd-lcather wallpaper supplind gilded
Accenis. and modernist Askan pieces re-
place Lowis XVI furniture, Unchangad are
the trademark service (including personal
hustlars} and the downi=ta-the=datals indul-
gences, nscludmg Prabess sheels and doors
ashioned from single pieces of Mozam-
bicen wood. The 260-room tower {with
another 102 condos above) 15 adjacent Lo
bath the pew Mutcom of the Almcan Duags
pora and the Museum of Modern Ari—hi-
tingh o, since the hotel’s an eollectian
is worth 53,5 million. And whilz this 51
Regis has vel 1o achieve ils countzrpart’s
Inndmark stanos, with its instantly popu-
lar Ame sushi bar and Remeéde Spa, it
onby a madicr o lirmne. When ta ga: Ciclober,
for perfect weather and a full month of
Chpen Stuchos by local artists. Which room
to book: Suite 2017, for its scparate living
and sleeping areas and spectacular veew ol
the Bay Bradge (41 5-284-4000; srregis.com;
doubles, 55320-562) B OB O
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AP The reincarnated Huntley s one of
those mine Southern California hotels that
provide both eye candy and geruine savoar
falre. An any, sea-inspired bobby has coral
motis and & stingray-hade fronl desk, and
the suldaor scating area with s roaring
fieplace & an urbane lake on the beachssde
boafire, Gueest rooms, reminiscent of late
1940 Japancss Deco, are equipped with
42-inch Aat-screen TWs DVD players, safes
wide enough (o hold & laptop. and wirekess
Tnkernet access The view [fom the pent-
house restaurant and lounge- s00n to be re-
Inunched wilh a pan-Asian mens—is a -
degree panorama of nearly evervihang that
lecals hold sacred: the Mahlibu coast, Ven-
ice Reach. and far-off Holbrwood. There's
na pool, but the Santn Monica strand 15 a
block away—ask fora towel at the concienge
desk. Whente ga: Avoid only summer, when
mormng fog can hang over the coast and Lhe
boardwalk geis crowded, Which room to
book: Anything above the fouricenth floor
o The west side is tnke-vour-breath-away
terrilory (310-384-5454; thehunilevhotel
com:doubles, 33155445 @ & O
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#7 The Hyatn Grand Aspen 15 big news
i w o noterious for it strcl condnsd of
devclopment, sspacally SIA0e 1 A (woemine

ute walk from the Aspen Mountiin gon-
daola, The fortresslike brick facade, with
furrets and wrought iron ralings bulging
frgan balconees, 15 A nod 16 Aspen’s Viclo-
rian archilecturnl heritage. Inlerors are
modern moeuntain comfortafde, the Kind
of place 1o kick off vour boots and relax,
The 52 upits—rapging from spacious sty
dios o four-bedroome—have elegant rustic
touches such as widz-plank floors, sand.
stang witlls, and stone gas fireplaces, Sink
i a squishy beather couch at thie Wine
apot, a nowly popular apres-zki hangouwt.
Iis small sundwich menu 15 the extent of
the an-sie dinng, and althangh there’s no
roomi service, concierges will stock, guest
ronms stare-of-1he-art Kitchens When to g
Aspen s greal i winier aned sumimer, but fall
provmizcs beauliful Solors and lywer ratcs
Which room te book: The ket mauntain-
wazw tindbs are also the larpest—Nos 47, 49,
anel 30, wpper-laor lad=bedmaonm umiisiha
Face Aspen Mauntain (72 T-803-9400; uspen
Iyt cony; doables, 38505 T00). & O @
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This elegant resori and hunting reserve
ymthie Sam Jusn b ounLaims s on4 000 acnes
of natural elk habivat, 60 minwies foom D
rango Each ol the Spanish-siylehacikenda’s
eight rooms, namsd for different regions of
the warld, INCorparales Tarnitpre and ar
{rom the owners” travels. and all come with
luxe touches such as Fretie linens, whirl-
i'mn:ul tubs, and halconies [‘--;quI q-lg.'.nin;.
and artisanal ingredients, the restaurant’s
heshamd-and -wale team oreats mnovative
sculptaral dishes that could pass for fine
dining i maper gty Stargazers can leke
i ihe view from the onidoor kol fuhs and
froim he breathiaking fhving deck suspens-
ad guer the valley Most guests spand (her
time hunting the mony clk on the property,
skeed shooting, or horwhack rdfing, YWhen
to oz Summer or early fall, Which reom
to kook: The spetious Amenica Swte has a
narararss view of thie halle (970-730 -1 180
geyahgrandeconi; doubkles, $895-5499%,
i ludimg rreala). B G G5

Twelve Hotel & Residences,
ll'lll iefip 1 Ll 1l

% The appeal of Twelve, a high-tech hotel
conda hybrid, i5 the central location in
Midtown's new Atlantic Stutton netal dis
velopment and the refreshingly
madern ook af the acconmma
dations All 101 suites in this 26
slory hi;i-rl'p:' kv swroimmmid-hes-
clock concierge access, plush bedding, und
a Pall Eichen wath staanless steel apphiances
and stylish Black ¢ Cmmiimmed oo poge 3605
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