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Pigeons in Paradise

Skeet shooting is one of many reasons to visit Colorado's Keyah Grande,

CPULLT 1 BAME, but before 1 ean draew 2 bead on che -
get, 16 plummets into the serub ok, and my shot sails
eeward the heavens, Seormg a hot secims 4 cemote possibilicy,
tor I appacently lack the necessary imtuition snd panache
thae skeer shooting demands. Bue this realisarion fils ro
dimnish the fiun of trving mv hand at the spodt bere ingie
prristine setting of Keval Grande, an intimace rosort sionated
at an aldtude of 7,500 foer in Colorado’ S Juan Mo
cung, near the rown of Pagosa Springs, The shooting takes
place in an selated valley aganet o backdrop of mouncaing
and acid blue skw The sering lends to the sport a sense of
exhilararion that 15 ravely found aca suburban skeel e,

The resorl’s lireartos experd urgres me to keep my cheek
on the gun, counsel that ix as rodimentary as telling a
newice aolfer to keep his head downo. "Follow diroueh™ is
another warclhword common 1o both sports; because the
clay continues o travel while T am pulling the srigger, it is
imperarsve that 1 keep swinging che sun just abiew] of Jie
target, Liying o hil b gl the peak of io are When T finally
do shareer one of the elusive arange disks, known as a
pigeon an the spore's vernacular, [ expeciznce o tholl thae
is wisceral and acddicuve,

Skeer iz a pame of free-floweng energy tather than one
of coreful caleulation, my guide explaies, TL ivolves action
wilthoo! thowehl, Aller o ome, the shooting comes more
naturatly, and the clays burst wath more regulavity Sill, i
1 dauntmg ro koow that o actual competition, shooters

st comtend with two targets released simulianeously

Lo che avtwnen amd winter months, vou can salk elk
instead of pigeons at Keval Grande ' Uhe animals are rajsed
an Keyah Grandes working ranch and relewsed monchs
betore che st inlo g resorts nearly 2,000 acres of e
surves. The resorts enwners, Barbara and Alan Sackiman, are
themselves avad huncers and maintain o heme on the
property, They initiully intended Keyah Grande as ther
private Western retrear, but Iater added the guest house,
which containg cight rooms, each eclectically decorated in
& molil based on o couniry char che couple has wisied:
Japan, Franee, China, and Spanm ameng others.

[Keyah Grande also otfers Hy-fshing, hiking, and horse-
back riding, and it has 2 spa and an ourdaor har tuh
modeled on 4 Teaman bath. From the mb, you can enjoy
dramatic clondscapes while soakivog ofl the effcon of an
afternoon spenl in the saddle or ramping the backeonmniry
Ilecals at the lodpe are prepated by the hushand and-wits
tewny of Alex Talbor and Ald Famnosawa, whe mer and
trained at he secliimed Clio mesparant in Boeston and now
present such flavorfinl adventires as chipotle ice cream.
Chace: you consider all of che resords Teatores, then, like
shooling sheet, the decision to visic Kevah Grande hecomes
an acticn chat reguires o frther thought.
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The gauest Tuoeese ol Keyaly Grorale dneludes cight rooms, sach with a design therme ased on o country to wleicl tee resocts maroeres have Treveled,
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